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played a key role in softening up the Kremlin
regimes to make possible the Soviet Jewry
demand to “Let My People Go.” For the first
time, there was legislation to put teeth into the
previous congressional humanitarian resolu-
tions.

From 1976 to 1986, Jacob Birnbaum con-
ducted annual Most Favored Nation cam-
paigns, based on Jackson-Vanik, to pressure
Romania to increase emigration and release
prisoners. He testified annually before both
Senate and House committees.

In the latter 1970s, Mr. Birnbaum enlarged
his Soviet Jewry strategy. He expanded the
slogan “Let My People Go” by adding “Let My
People Know” (their heritage). The Kremlin
had pulverized Jewish religious, cultural, and
community life, and, in the 1960s, the Soviet
Jewish resistance underground began to gen-
erate Jewish self-education cultural, religious,
and Hebrew- speaking groups. Mr. Birnbaum
conducted numerous campaigns for their pro-
tection, enlisting the aid of many Christian reli-
gious denominations. These efforts reached a
high point when he organized and led a dele-
gation of the Synagogue Council of America to
meet with the Deputy Secretary of State and
the Department’'s Human Rights Director, War-
ren Zimmermann, in September, 1985.

Mr. Birnbaum’s vision was partially realized
with Malcolm Hoenlein’s Solidarity Rallies in
New York, and, finally, by the great national
rally in Washington on December 7, 1987 on
the eve of Gorbachev’s meeting with President
Reagan.

Finally, in 1990, the Kremlin conceded and
permitted a mass emigration which now totals
two million (one million to Israel and one mil-
lion elsewhere, mostly to the United States).
This was no small accomplishment, and many
people played a role in making it happen.

In addition to the courageous work of Mr.
Birnbaum, tribute ought to be paid to the pio-
neers and the national organizations which
fought so strenuously for the liberation of So-
viet Jews.

The pioneers and the national organizations
that Mr. Birnbaum asked me to publicly ac-
knowledge for their support in this noble effort
include:

Morris Abram, U.S. human rights commis-
sioner; Dr. Moshe Deeter, the scholar whose
research fueled the early movement; Justice
Arthur Goldberg; the distinguished theologian
Rabbi Dr. Abraham J. Heschel; Senator Jacob
Javits; NASA scientist Dr. Louis Rosenblum of
the Cleveland Committee on Soviet Anti-Semi-
tism; and Elie Wiesel, whose book “The Jews
of Silence” was so influential.

Furthermore, Mr. Birnbaum recalls the im-
portant roles played by colleagues in the fol-
lowing national organizations:

Agudath Israel of America; Center for Rus-
sian Jewry with Student Struggle for Soviet
Jewry, of which he is the founder and national
director; Conference of Presidents of Major
American Jewish organizations; Greater New
York Conference on Soviet Jewry, whose
founding director was Malcolm Hoenlein; Inter-
national League for the Repatriation of Rus-
sian Jews, founding chairman Morris Brafman;
Senator Jacob Javits; Nehemiah Levanon,
Israel Liaison Bureau for Soviet Jewry; the
Lubavitcher Hasidic movement; National Con-
ference on Soviet Jewry; Honorable Richard
Maass, founding chairman; National Commu-
nity Relations Advisory Council; Union of
Councils for Soviet Jews, founding chairman
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Dr. Louis Rosenblum; and Ambassador Dr.
Meir Rosenne.

Following the collapse of the Soviet regime,
Mr. Birnbaum spent a substantial part of the
1990s in combating anti-Semitic manifesta-
tions in former Soviet Central Asia, mostly in
Uzbekistan, intervening via the State Depart-
ment and enlisting Malcolm Hoenlein’s aid in
engaging the Uzbek Ambassador in Wash-
ington.

In his 80th year, Mr. Birnbaum continues to
support groups engaged in the Jewish edu-
cation of former Soviet Jews and their chil-
dren.

For all of these reasons, the House of Rep-
resentatives ought to honor the life and six
decades of public service of Jacob Birnbaum
and especially his commitment to freeing So-
viet Jews from religious, cultural, and com-
munal extinction. He is a true hero.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, today | intro-
duce the International Women’s Freedom Act
of 2006. This legislation establishes an Office
of International Women’s Rights within the
State Department headed by the appointed
Ambassador at Large, and additionally, would
create a United States Commission on Inter-
national Women’s Rights. The positive links
between the empowerment of women and ef-
fective and sustainable development are very
clear and this legislation would seek to protect
women’s rights by channeling U.S. security
and development assistance to countries that
are not found in gross violations of women’s
rights. According to the World Bank, when
men and women are equal within a society,
not only do the poor move more quickly out of
poverty, but economies flourish and familial
well-being is enhanced. | believe that all peo-
ple, regardless of gender, should have the
power to shape their lives and participate in
their communities without the fear of oppres-
sion. When given the tools they need, such as
education, access to employment, land, and
economic assets, and the opportunity to con-
tribute to civic life, women and girls improve
their situation in society and have a positive
impact on society as a whole. By annually re-
viewing the status of women’s rights in each
country and designating countries of particular
concern, more succinct policy recommenda-
tions can be made to the President, the Sec-
retary of State and the Congress.

In 1998, Congress created a Commission
on International Religious Freedom, and the
bill I am proposing today is modeled after it.
According to news reports, the Commission on
International Religious Freedom has made
substantial progress towards expanding reli-
gious freedom in Saudi Arabia and
Turkmenistan. We require the State Depart-
ment to issue reports on battling international
bribery, religious freedom, and narcotics con-
trol, among many others. Creating a report on
the status of women’s rights is vitally important
to assuring the rights of women worldwide.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to commemorate the 275th anniver-
sary of Prince William County, Virginia.

Prince William County, Virginia, was created
on March 25, 1731, from territory that had
been part of Stafford County and King George
County. It is named for Prince William Augus-
tus, 1720-1765, Duke of Cumberland, and a
son of King George Il, who became Captain-
General of the British Army.

In 1608, Captain John Smith and his party
rode a barge along the Potomac River and
stopped in Prince William County on their way
from Jamestown. They were the first Euro-
peans recorded in this area. Doeg Indians,
Algonquin speakers, lived in villages along the
Potomac. The Souian-speaking Manahoac
people lived in the Piedmont region. By trad-
ing with the native tribes, Captain Smith and
his men were able to obtain enough food to
sustain themselves and the settlers they had
left behind in Jamestown. Native American
settlements disappeared from the county by
the beginning of the 18th century.

The first English settlement in the Northern
Neck of Virginia, the land between the Poto-
mac and Rappahannock Rivers, took place
about 1643 in what is now Northumberland
County. The first land patent in what is now
Prince William County was taken out in 1653
by Thomas Burbage. After successive divi-
sions, Prince William County reached its cur-
rent outer boundaries in 1759. Manassas and
Manassas Park were established as inde-
pendent cities in 1975.

Prince William County, located 20 miles
southwest of the Nation’s Capital, is a perfect
place to live, work, play, and raise a family.
With a desirable location, highly educated
work force, nationally recognized schools, and
pro-business environment, Prince William
County has it all.

Prince William is the second largest county
in the Commonwealth of Virginia. The Prince
William school system is one of the finest in
the Nation. It is the State’s second largest
school system, with Internet access in every
classroom. Prince William County offers a
highly educated workforce—with more than 50
percent of adults holding a college degree.
The county is swiftly becoming a major source
of northern Virginia’s highly educated labor
pool. Prince William County is the new center
of business opportunity in Metropolitan Wash-
ington.

In 2006, Prince William County will host a
year-long celebration with special events to
honor this momentous anniversary.

Mr. Speaker, in closing, | would like to com-
mend and congratulate the citizens of Prince
William County on the occasion of their 275th
anniversary. | call upon my colleagues to join
me in celebrating the history of this great
county, and in wishing for its continued pros-
perity.
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